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Bjorn Nordenstrém Dies

January 11... Bjérn Nordenstrém died in Stockholm on December 31. Norden-
strém, a professor emeritus of diagnostic radiology at the Karolinska Insti-
tute, had beenill for sometime. Heis perhapsbest known for devel oping new
biopsy techniquesfor diagnosing lung cancer. Nordenstrom al so used el ectri-
city to treat cancer. The latter research was quite controversial, at least partly
because he worked alone and published few papers. in 1983, he summarized
his ideas in Biologically Closed Electric Circuits and later helped establish
thel nter national Association of Biologically Closed Electric Circuits, The
as-sociation held its last meeting in Sao Paulo, Brazil, last May.

Targeted by EM Weapons?

January 12... Arethey victimsof mind-control dirty tricksor arethey smply
nuts? Sharon Weinberger presents the stories of a number of Tls—targeted
individualswho believethey are being assaulted by el ectromagnetic weapons
—in Sunday’s (January 14) Washington Post magazine. Her cover story,
“Mind Games,” centers on Harlan Girard, who for many years has run the
International Committee on Offensive Microwave Weapons out of his
home in Philadelphia. Weinberger lets you decide whether Girard and the
others are schizophrenic or the involuntary subjects of government experi-
ments. It's awell-written piece and well worth the read.

Memories of Ross Adey

January 13... Today'sNew York Timeshasan obituary for Martin Kruskalz,
amathematician who taught at Princeton and Rutgers. He died on December
26. One of the principal reasons Kruskal merited asigned obit, with photo, is
hiswork on solitons. The Times creditshim and Norman Zabusky, hiscollabo-
rator, with coining the term. (Solitons are solitary waves that can travel long
distances without being dissipated; see, for example, this very short video).
The obit prompted a Proustian moment, taking us back to the dayswhen Ross
Adey (1922-2004) would specul ate on possible mechanismsfor thelow-level
EMF effects that he was seeing in his lab. He would often end his talks by
suggesting that solitons might explain how energy could tunnel through the
cell membrane and bring about biologica changes. Those days are history:
No onetalks about solitonson the EMF circuit anymore. Instead, contractors
arelining up to show why such effects areimpossible.
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Papers from
Conference on Precaution

January 18... Thelatest issue(Vol.25, No.4, 2006) of Electro-
magnetic Biology and Medicine features a selection of papers
presented at the Conference on the Precautionary Approach to
EMF, held in Benevento, Italy, last February. Among the au-
thorsare Martin Blank, Carl Blackman, Olle Johansson,
Alvarode Sallesand Mikhail Zhadin and LivioGiuliani. Also
included are the full texts of the 2002 Catania and 2006
Benevento Resolutions.

Experts Call for Limit of
EMF Leukemia Risks

January 19... Three senior members of the public health com-
munity—each with extensive experience with EMF health re-
search—have called for precautionary policies to limit leuke-
miarisksto children. At apublic hearing convened by the Con-
necticut Siting Council (CSC) on January 9, David Carpenter,
Raymond Neutraand Daniel Wartenberg testified in support of
prudent avoidance, as advocated by the Connecticut Depart-
ment of Public Health (DPH). Read our special report onthe
Connecticut hearing, with extended excerpts from Carpenter,
Neutraand Wartenberg's prepared testimony. (See also our pre-
vious cover age of Connecticut'seffortsto establishastate EMF

policy.)

Interphone Study Shows
Increased Tumor Risk

January 22... An international team of researchers has found
new evidencethat long-term use of amobile phone may lead to
the development of a brain tumor on the side of the head the
phone is used. In a study which will appear in an upcoming
issue of the International Journal of Cancer, epidemiologists
from five European countries report a nearly 40% increase in
gliomas, a type of brain tumor, among those who had used a
cell phone for ten or more years. The increase is statistically
significant. In addition, therewasatrend showing that thebrain
tumor risk increased with years of use. The new paper isposted
on the journa’s Web site.

This is the second type of tumor that has been linked to
long-term cell phone use. In 2004, the Swedish Interphone group
reported adoubling of acoustic neuromas among people who
had used a mobile phone for ten years or more.

Thenew study, part of the 13-country | nter phone proj ect,
is based on the data collected in Denmark, Finland, Norway,

Sweden and the U.K. Last year, the German Interphone team
also reported an increase in gliomas following more than ten
years of mobile phone use. (See our report: “Is There a Ten-
Year Latency for Cell Phone Tumor Development?”)

The new five-country study included 1,521 glioma cases
and 3,301 controls. Therewere 143 caseswith ten or moreyears
of mobile phone use. Theearlier German study had only 12 cases
who had used acdll phone for at least ten years.

Another research group, led by Lennart Hardell of Orebro
University and Kjell Hansson Mild of the National Institute for
Working Life, both in Sweden, have dso found an increased
risk of brain tumors and acoustic heuromas following ten years
of cell phone use.

“The[new] study showsthat theissueisnot settled and that
more data, preferably prospective data, are needed,” Anders
Ahlbom of the Karolinska Ingtitute in Stockholm told Micro-
wave News.

Anss Auvinen of the Radiation and Nuclear Safety Authority
(STUK) in Helsinki, amember of the Finnish Interphone study
team offered a similar conclusion. “ We need more research on
long-term use,” he stated in a press release issued today.

Infact, on Saturday, theLondon Timesrevealedthat L awrie
Challis, the head of the U.K. research effort on mobile phones
and hedlth, known as M THR, isin thefina stages of negotia-
tions for a study of 200,000 mobile phone users who will be
monitored for cancer, Parkinson'sand Alzheimer’sdiseases. The
story appeared on the front page of the January 20th Times.

“Weknow from smoking and from the bombfalinginHiro-
shimathat nothing wasseenfor tenyears,” Challistold the BBC.

Ahlbom said that the planned study, disclosed by Challis,
will beajoint effort of an international consortium consisting, at
present, of epidemiologists from Denmark, Finland and Swe-
den, aswell asthe U.K.

The London Times ran acompanion article under the head-
line: “Could These Bethe Cigarettes of the 21st Century? ...
‘Absolutely’.” Andinan editorial, the Times applauded the de-
cisionto carry out the new long-term study: “ The precautionary
principle still applies here. Manufacturers should welcome the
new study.”

At thiswriting, the cell phoneindustry had yet to issue any
responses to these new developments. But Shella Johnston, a
consultant based in London with close ties to the mobile phone
industry, circulated an e-mail this morning calling Challis's an-
nouncement a“very sad outcome.”

Calls for Limiting
Cell Phone Radiation Exposure

January 26... The latest Interphone findings pointing to alink
between brain tumors and long-term use of amobile phone (see
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January 22 above) should not be dismissed, according to mem-
bers of the European research team that published the new re-
sults. “This is something you have to take serioudy,” Maria
Feychting of the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm told the
Expressen, aSwedish national tabloid. Feychting advisesthose
who are concerned to use a hands-free set to reduce radiation
EXposures.

Anssi Auvinen of STUK, the Radiation and Nuclear Safety
Authority in Helsinki, another coauthor of the new study, told
the U.K. Telegraph that the location and timing of the tumors
makes the finding plausible. “It seems credible as it was after
long-term exposure—which makes sensein terms of the length
of timeit takes for tumorsto develop—and it islocalized to the
side of the head where the handset isheld,” he said.

Meanwhile, on this side of the Atlantic, the FDA's Center
for Devices and Radiological Health (CDRH) istaking await-

and-see approach. Howard Cyr, CDRH'’s point man on cell
phones and health, told RCR Wireless Newsthat hewantsto see
thefinad Interphone results before drawing any conclusions. It's
not clear when thefull 13-country results will be published, but
it will probably not be for sometime.

Themobile phoneindustry hasyet to offer any official com-
ment. CTIA, the wireless association in Washington, did not
include any mention of the new study in its daily news roundup
distributed by e-mail.

TheFloridaSun-Sentinel issofar theonly U.S. newspaper
to cover the new brain tumor study.

Please Help Keep Microwave News On the Web

Enclosed is My Contribution of
0 $25.00

[0 $50.00 [ $100.00 [1$250.00 0O $500.00 [ $1,000.00 0O Other$___

Suggested Contributions: Individuals $50-$100; Corporations and Institutions $250—-$500.

Microwave News, 155 East 77th Street, Suite 3D, New York, NY 10021, USA
®: +1(212) 517-2800, Fax: +1 (212) 734-0316; E-mail: <mwn@pobox.com>

For contributions from outside the U.S., please use Visa or MasterCard. Thank you.

MICROWAVE NEWS January 2007


http://www.expressen.se/index.jsp?a=848744
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/01/25/nmobile25.xml
http://www.fda.gov/cdrh
http://www.rcrnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070124/FREE/70124008/1005/allnews%20target=
http://www.ctia.org/
http://www.sun-sentinel.com/features/health/sfl-rxcell23jan23,1,5021230.story?ctrack=1&cset=true

