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SSI Recommends Precaution
with Mobile Phones

February 1... The Swedish Radiation Protection Authority (SSI) has reiter-
ated itsadvicethat people should adopt a precautionary approach to the use of
mobilephones. Inastatement issued yesterday, the SSI warned that the | atest
resultsfromthe I nterphone study (see January 22 and January 26) “ strengthen”
the possibility that cell phones can lead to tumor development—both glio-
mas and acoustic neuromas. The SSI recommends the use of hands-free sets
and that calls be made from locations where there is good coverage (so that
the phone does not have to pump up the radiation to reach the nearest tower).
The SSl also announced that it would i ssue advice on how to reduce RF radia-
tion exposures from mobile phones in the spring.

BfS Calls for Limiting
Mobile Phone Radiation Exposure

February 5... The German Federal Office of Radiation Protection (BfS) has
joined its Swedish counterpart in advising caution with respect to the use of
mobile phones, following the release of the new Interphone brain tumor pa-
per (see February 1, above). The radiation office recommends that people
keep their radiation exposures aslow aspossible. It also favorsthe use of low-
SAR phones.

Swiss National Science Foundation
Launches EMF Research Program

February 12... The Swiss National Science Foundation today officially
launched its EM F research program, known as NRP 57. The 5 million franc
(U.S.$4 million) program is sponsoring 11 new laboratory, epidemiological,
dosimetric and risk management studies. These include:

« The effects of pulsed maobile phone signa s on the human brain and on cog-
nitive function by Peter Achermann of the University of Zurich;
* The effects of 3G phone radiation on blood flow in the brain by Martin
Wolf of the University Hospital, also in Zurich;
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« Anepidemiological survey onthe hedth statusof 2,000 people
exposed to high-frequency radiation by Martin R66dli of the
Uni-versity of Berne;

« Invivo and in vitro experiments on stress responses by M elke
M evissen, dso of the University of Berne;

« Genotoxic studieson power-frequency EM Fsby Primo Schar
of the University of Basdl;

« Three projects on dosimetry at the Foundation for Research on
Information Technologies (IT'1S) in Zurich, which is run by
NielsKuster.

For the complete details, see the press release available in
German and French; the program brochure, in German and
French, aswell asthe program implementation planin English,
German and French.

Dutch Panel Sees No Health Risk
From 3G & DECT Signals

February 15... TheHealth Council of the Netherlandsissued
its fourth Annual Update [2006] on EMFs today, concluding
that there is no evidence of RF radiation health risks from the
country’s UMTS (3G) mobile phone network or from DECT
base stations. The council also advises that last year's Swiss
study— which failed to confirm an earlier Dutch study show-
ing a decreasein “well-being” due to EMF exposure—had an
“improved design” and should thereforebegiven“ moreweight.”
The council’s 2006 report is in Dutch and in English; the En-
glish text beginson p.53. Seedsoitspressrelease.
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